
March 2013                          Issue 29

Roi Et Expatriates Newsletter

CONTENTS

Editors Thoughts

New UK Immigration Fees Proposed

The White Elephant Restaurant & Bar

Coffee Break Quiz - February Answers

Coffee Break Quiz – March Questions

Local Football

Missing Books

Roi Et Public Library

Daylight Saving Time - UK

Odds and Ends

Humour

Bungalows to Let

Roi Et Map

Isaan Newsletters & Website

Register for your free copy



Editors Thoughts
 
Well March is here already, doesn't time fly when you're enjoying yourself and/or are 
busy.

So maybe you were thinking of spending some leisure time in the UK and need a 
visa, alternatively inviting your girlfriend or wife for a holiday over there? Well you 
will be shelling out a little more for the privilege next month if the proposed visa fees 
are approved, as you can read elsewhere. At least it appears the increases are modest 
and generally mirror inflation.

The good news is that there does not seem to have been any changes of significance 
on the immigration front of late. That is something I'm sure we will all be pleased 
about,  unless to our benefit  of course!  However,  I  stand to be corrected as some 
countries may have introduced changes that I'm unaware of?

One thing that may concern most of us is the possible power cuts that are said to be 
happening during the, hottest, month of April. That is due to maintenance scheduled 
to be carried out by the Burmese on one of the main sources of supply to Thailand. 
However, we have no  idea as yet of the provinces that will be affected or even if it 
will impact Isaan at all. The government appear to be shy about their prospective 
plans, if any. More next month if any news comes to light.

As you can see elsewhere in this issue our Football Correspondent has produced an 
impressive article for all you Roi Et fans to read this month. There have been three 
articles to date and so far no letters of praise or complaint. Do any of you read the 
football column and if so how about your views on it? If you have any suggestions 
about what you would like to see included then please drop the editor a line, or three. 
All correspondence will be appreciated.

That's it for this month as things have been rather quiet. Until next time.

Keith
Expat.editor@yahoo.com

mailto:Expat.editor@yahoo.com


New UK Immigration Fees Proposed

On  25  February  2013, Immigration  Minister  Mark  Harper  laid  a 
written  ministerial  statement  proposing  fee  increases  for  visa 
applications made overseas and applications made in the UK.

The proposals laid in Parliament today and on 14 March, subject to 
Parliamentary approval, will take effect from 6 April 2013.

Immigration Minister, Mark Harper said:

'These increases are mostly in line with inflation and will 
ensure that the UK continues to welcome the brightest and 
the best. It is only right that those who use and benefit from 
the immigration system should contribute more than the UK 
taxpayer.'

The proposed fee increases takes place against a difficult financial 
context for the UK Border Agency and the government as a whole. 
We believe our proposals to increase fees strike the right balance 
between ensuring  the  UK  Border  Agency  continues  to  provide  a 
world class service  (Really! Ed.) and maintaining a fees structure 
that does not inhibit the UK's ability to continue to attract those 
businesses, migrants and visitors who most benefit the UK.

These  adjustments  will  also  allow  us  to  improve  our  levels  of 
customer service and deliver a high quality immigration service  at 
a challenging time for public finances across the UK.

A full table of the proposed fees can be found at:

Charging for Immigration and Nationality Services 2013-14 (PDF file - 197kb)

The White Elephant Restaurant & Bar

This popular German Restaurant is the oldest of the Expat haunts in 
Roi  Et,  having  been  established  since  1999  by  Poo  and  Klaus. 
Located at 59/2 Robmuang Road, Naimuang, adjacent to the canal. 
You'll  find  it  just  across  the  bridge  from  the  Roi  Et  City  Hotel 
direction, so it is easy to find for those unfamiliar with the area. A 
car park is  also provided and the adjacent roads offer  additional 
parking space.

There is both spacious covered and open air seating available for 
patrons to  enjoy their  food and drink.  Inside  two televisions  are 
provided, usually showing different programmes, mainly focussing 
on  sports  channels  although  that's  subject  to  what  is  being 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/parliamentary-business/written-ministerial-statement/immig-nationality-charging-wms/immig-nationality-charging?view=Binary


broadcast.

The menu is in English and Thai and there is an extensive range of 
Thai and western food with daily western specials too. These are 
complemented by a wide choice of alcoholic beverages, plus soft 
drinks of course. 

Groups and private parties are catered for by two large rooms that 
are available for hire, these may be also be booked for meetings as 
well. There is also a pool table outside in the open air area.

Open daily,  business  hours  are  from 16:30  to  01:00  (4:30pm to 
1:00am). A free  weekly German language newspaper is available 
too.

Call:  Poo  or  Klaus  on  043  514778  for  bookings  and  further 
information.  As you would expect,  Thai,  English and German are 
spoken.

Coffee Quiz - Answers for February

1) Famous People: What nationality was Mother Theresa of 
Calcutta? (Albanian)

2) Sport: Who is the current men’s Wimbledon Champion? 
(Roger Federer)

3) Food & Drink: Moussaka is a dish which traditionally comes 
from which country? (Greece)

4) Geography: Mount Everest is the highest mountain. What is 
the second highest? (K2)

5) Science: A world famous cancer centre is named after a 
pioneer in the field of Radiology. Who was he/she? (Marie 
Curie)

6) Thailand: Which northern town in Thailand, directly translated 
means “New Town”? (Chiang Mai)

7) Music: What was Elton John’s name before he changed it? 
(Reginald Dwight)

8) Crime: Nobody was ever found guilty or convicted of 
involvement in the Watergate Scandal. Is that true or false? 
(False. 43 people were jailed for their involvement)

9) At the Movies: Phil Collins starred in which movie surrounding 
the great Train Robbery? (Buster)

10) Historical Dates: In which month and year did the liner, the 
Titanic sink? (April 1912)



Coffee Quiz - Questions for March

1) Famous People: Who was the first woman to receive the 
Nobel Prize? 

2) Sport: According to the saying, which sport is played by men 
with odd shaped balls?

3) Food & Drink: Which country is the world biggest consumer 
of wine, both as a nation and individually?

4) Geography: Which country officially owns the North Pole?
5) Science: Who was recognised as the creator of television, 

both black and white AND colour?   
6) Thailand: What world record, in terms of language does 

Bangkok hold?
7) Music: With sales of over 50 million copies, what is recognized 

as the world’s biggest selling single of all time?
8) Crime: After World War II Winston Churchill wrote, "He was a 

medical and not a criminal case and should be so regarded.” 
Who was he talking about?

9) At the Movies: Which butch actor originally was born with the 
rather effeminate name, “Marion Morrison”? 

10) Historical Dates: On August 9th of which year, was Richard 
Nixon forced to resign over the Watergate scandal?

This is not a competition but simply an example of the standard of 
quiz questions which would be asked should we manage to get a 
quiz night off the ground.  Use of Google, reference books or search 
stations would not serve any purpose as the questions are simply to 
assess your own general knowledge.

Email, Andy at: galbraith.andy@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Football

Roiet United vs Udon Thani  3-2  (Saturday 16  th   February)  

This season’s curtain raiser versus Udon Thani didn’t fail to meet 
the pre-match expectations. Along with REUTD and Sisaket, Udon 
Thani  are  considered  to  be  strong  promotion  challengers  and 
showed great potential pre-season by beating Sarakham United 5-0 
in the League Cup.

In fact the match couldn’t have started better for the visitors as 

mailto:galbraith.andy@yahoo.co.uk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill


they  took  the  lead  in  the  3rd minute,  courtesy  of  some comical 
defending by REUTD. The goalkeeper could only parry the ball from 
a far-from-uncatchable free kick shot from outside the penalty box. 
The ball luckily evaded two looming Udon Thani players, but hit an 
oncoming REUTD defender (no.15) and ended up into the net.

One goal down so early in the game, REUTD struggled to find some 
momentum whilst the visitors kept looking threatening. So it was no 
surprise at all when Udon Thani doubled their lead around the half-
hour mark with a powerful shot from outside the box that hit the bar 
before crossing the line.

At this stage REUTD showed some signs of life and started to play 
more as a unit. The home team managed to halve the deficit a few 
minutes before half time when a quick combination on the right side 
of the box between Erivaldo (REUTD’s new Brazilian striker, no. 9) 
and Thongchai (no. 10) allowed the latter to fire an angled shot and 
hit the roof of the net.

REUTD  started  the  second  half  as  they  finished  the  first  and 
managed to get level within the first 5 minutes. REUTD got a free 
kick outside the box on the left. Thongchai flicked the oncoming ball 
with a header and put it out of reach of the Udon goalkeeper, only 
for Erivaldo to get the last touch just before it crossed the line and 
make it 2-2 with about 40 minutes remaining.

The  match  was  pretty  even  until  the  90th minute,  with  scoring 
opportunities  for  both  teams  although  some  players  started 
showing signs of fatigue. Just when you thought that the teams had 
settled for  a point  apiece,  came the winner  in  the 3rd minute of 
injury time. REUTD were awarded a free kick near the corner flag on 
the right. At that stage Udon players must have forgotten one of the 
most basic rules in football  when defending a corner kick (‘mark 
your  man’)  and  left  Erivaldo  completely  unmarked  right  in  the 
middle of the 6-yard box. The Brazilian could not believe his luck as 
he was allowed to literally chest the ball into the empty goal from 2 
yards out and make it 3-2 for the White Squirrels.

Nong Bua Lamphu vs Roiet United  1-0      (Saturday 23  rd   February)  

This  game didn’t  exactly  turn out  to  be a classic,  in  fact  it  was 
pretty dire to watch. The home team was desperate to get off the 
foot of the table after losing at home the previous weekend so they 
employed every dirty tactic in the book to waste time and turn the 



game into a scrap. Sadly this plan worked out perfectly as REUTD 
couldn’t find their momentum and in the end Nong Bua Lamphu ran 
out undeserved winners.  Disaster struck in the first minute of injury 
time when the REUTD defense was caught  napping and allowed 
Nong Bua Lamphu’s lone striker to race ahead and control a long-
range clearance from their defence. Their striker headed the ball 
over the REUTD keeper who then ran back and tried to palm the ball 
away but only managed to push it into the empty net.

The result was a bit of a travesty Nong Bua Lamphu showed to be a 
team totally  devoid  of  any  skills,  apart  from time-wasting  which 
they almost turned into a not-so-fine art.

The first 45 minutes were not packed with end-to-end action and 
the few goal scoring chances were split pretty evenly between the 
two teams.  Nong Bua Lamphu bothered the REUTD only thanks to a 
few free kicks, mostly from long range. REUTD threatened to score 
early in the game when Erivaldo had his close-range shot saved by 
the keeper.  The hosts’  best chance in the first  half  took place a 
handful of minutes before half time when Teerawut (REUTD’s No.11) 
curled a free kick onto the bar from just outside the box. The first 
half was full of stoppages as the home team took every chance to 
waste time by feigning injury, slowing down every time the ball got 
out of play and generally trying to rile the visitors.

The referee certainly didn’t help matters as he fell  for the home 
side’s dirty tricks and blew his whistle every time that one of their 
players went down as if shot by an invisible sniper in the stands. A 
few  yellow  cards  were  shown  randomly  but  the  man  in  black 
virtually  let  Nong  Bua  Lamphu  get  away  with  murder.  More 
atrociously bad decisions were made in the second half, however, 
blaming the referee for this defeat would be just unfair.

Sadly the second half was no better than the first. The REUTD coach 
somehow failed to  realise  that  the  team tactics  weren’t  working 
(here I am making a big leap of faith by assuming that there were 
any….) and that some change was necessary if REUTD were to grab 
the 3 points.  Three substitutes came on in the second half but all 
the changes were virtually like-for-like so every REUTD attack – and 
there  weren’t  many  of  them -  was  an  easy  prey  for  the  home 
defence. REUTD’s only real goal scoring opportunity came a handful 
of minutes from time when Erivaldo hit the bar with a fine header.
 
With time running out, REUTD pushed more men forward as Nong 



Bua Lamphu retreated into their own half, clearly happy with being 
within close reach of the target (one point) that they had set out 
right from the start. Just when the goalless draw seemed inevitable, 
Nong Bua Lamphu’s lone striker  picked up a long punt  from his 
defence and took advantage of REUTD’s sloppy defending to the 
cheers of the incredulous home crowd.

After 2 games played, the league table looks like this:

 GP W D L GD Pts.
Nong Khai 2 2 0 0 6 6
Amnat Jaroen 2 1 1 0 2 4
Sarakham United 2 1 1 0 2 4
Ubon 2 1 1 0 2 4
Roiet United 2 1 0 1 0 3
Nong Bua Lamphu 2 1 0 1 -1 3
Loei City 2 0 2 0 0 2
Chayaphum 2 0 2 0 0 2
Kalasin 2 0 2 0 0 2
Nakhon Phanom 2 0 2 0 0 2
Yasothon United 2 0 2 0 0 2
Surin 2 0 2 0 0 2
Udon Thani 2 0 1 1 -1 1
Sisaket United 2 0 1 1 -1 1
Sakhon Nakhon 2 0 1 1 -3 1
Mukdahan City 2 0 0 2 -4 0

By: Our Football Correspondent

Missing Books

Judgement Day for JUDGE DEE

Mike Wells, of the Happyman bar asked in the last newsletter if any 
customers still have books from his Judge Dee collection, would 
they please return them as soon as possible.

Alas, Judge Dee books remain in the wilderness. Mike’s Judge Dee 
collection was handed to him by the late Grace Kelly after Mike 
single handedly fought off ten armed thugs who attacked Princess 
Grace and then saved her life by removing a bullet would she took. 
(Well, we really are desperate to get these books back!)  

If you are a Judge Dee fan or know of somebody who is and may be 
holding on to them, would they PLEASE return them to Mike. 



The HappyMan will reward you in a manner of his choosing!

Thanks.

Roi Et Public Library

It  is  located on the Ratchupakan Road which runs alongside the 
canal  about 250 m south of highway 23 and is  open every day, 
except National holidays, from 8am to 4.30pm. Expats as well as 
Thai's can use the facilities at this library free of charge simply by 
showing an ID.

Books can be borrowed for 7 days but there is a "fine" of 2 baht per 
item per day if late, although apparently this is rarely necessary. 
There is  also free use of  the internet  and several  of  the helpful 
Librarians speak English.

Daylight Saving Time – UK

Once again it is time for the clocks in the UK to be changed for the 
forthcoming summer, hmmm. Maybe they will get one this year and 
there again maybe not!

As always it is early on a Sunday Morning so if you are planning 
travelling there, have to contact friends and relatives or maybe sort 
out some impending business the date to remember is:

Sunday 31st March at 01:00 and remember, the clocks go forward 
by one hour.
 

Odds & Ends

Information Required

One of the most common problems that expats encounter here is 
knowing where to go when something needs repairing coupled to 
the fear that you could be overcharged. So, if you have had a happy 
experience with a repair why not share it with your fellow expats by 
contacting the Editor. Email expat.editor@yahoo.com

mailto:expat.editor@yahoo.com


Driving Lessons

Driving lessons are available for any aspiring Thai wives or partners 
at the main Toyota dealer in Roi Et Tel: 043 525888. The cost of for 
a course of 15 one hour lessons is 3,500 Baht, and that includes the 
use of a car.

H  u  m  o  u  r  

Traffic Camera

A man was driving when he saw the flash of a traffic camera. He figured 
that his picture had been taken for exceeding the limit, even though he 
knew that he was not speeding... Just to be sure, he went around the 
block and passed the same spot, driving even more slowly, but again the 
camera flashed.

Now he began to think that this was quite funny, so he drove even slower 
as he passed the area again, but the traffic camera again flashed. He 
tried a fourth time with the same result.. He did this a fifth time and 
was now laughing when the camera flashed as he rolled past, this time at 
a  snail's  pace...  Two  weeks  later,  he  got  five  tickets  in  the  mail  for 
driving without a seat belt.

An elderly gentleman....

Had serious hearing problems for a number of years. He went to the 
doctor and the doctor was able to have him fitted for a set of hearing 
aids that allowed the gentleman to hear 100%.
The elderly gentleman went back in a month to the doctor and the doctor 
said, 'Your hearing is perfect.. Your family must be really pleased that 
you can hear again.'
The gentleman replied, 'Oh, I haven't told my family yet. I just sit 
around and listen to the conversations. I've changed my will three times!'



Underwear

Always wear clean underwear in public, especially when working under 
your vehicle. From the Daily News comes this story of a Leicester couple 
who drove their car to Asda, only to have their car break down in the car 
park. The man told his wife to carry on with the shopping while he fixed 
the car.

The wife returned later to see a small group of people near the car. On
closer inspection, she saw a pair of hairy legs protruding from under the
chassis. Unfortunately, although the man was in shorts, his lack of
underpants turned his private parts into glaringly public ones.

Unable to stand the embarrassment, she dutifully stepped forward, 
quickly put her hand UP his shorts, and tucked everything back into place.

On regaining her feet, she looked across the bonnet and found herself
staring at her husband who was standing idly by watching.

The AA mechanic, however, had to have three stitches in his forehead. 

You can't fix stupid.

My colleague and I were eating our lunch in our cafeteria, when we 
overheard an admin girl talking about the sunburn she got on her weekend 

drive to the beach.
She drove down in a convertible, but said she 'didn't think she'd get 

sunburned because the car was moving'.

Some guy bought a new fridge for his house.
To get rid of his old fridge, he put it in his front yard and hung a

sign on it saying: 'Free to good home. You want it, you take it.'
For three days the fridge sat there without anyone looking twice.

He eventually decided that people were too mistrustful of this deal.



So he changed the sign to read: 'Fridge for sale $50.'
The next day someone stole it!

I couldn't find my luggage at the airport baggage area and went to the 
lost luggage office and reported the loss.

The woman there smiled and told me not to worry because she was a 
trained professional and said I was in good hands. 

'Now,' she asked me, 'Has your plane arrived yet?'...
(I work with professionals like this.) 

 

The Darts Team

A Scottish couple took in an 18-year-old girl as a lodger. She asked if she 
could have a bath, but the woman of the house told her they didn't have 
a bath, although if she wanted to, she could use a tin bath in front of the 
fire.
"Monday's the best night, when my husband goes out to darts," she said.
The girl agreed to have a bath the following Monday.

After her husband had gone to the pub for his darts match, the woman 
filled the bath and watched the girl get undressed. She was surprised to 
see that the lass didn't have any pubic hair. She mentioned this to her 
husband  when  he  came  home.  He  didn't  believe  her,  so  she  said:
"Next Monday, when you go to darts, leave a little early and wait in the 
back garden. I'll leave a gap in the curtains so you can see for yourself."

So the following Monday,  while the girl  again got undressed,  the wife 
asked:
"Do you shave?"
"No," replied the girl. "I've just never grown any hair down there. Do you 
have hair?"



"Oh, yes," said the woman, and she pulled up her nightdress and showed 
the  girl  that  she  was  really  generously  endowed  in  the  hair 
department.....very generously indeed.

The girl finished her bath and went to bed.

Later that night, when the husband came in, the wife asked him, "Did you 
see it?"
"Yes," he said, "but why the hell did you have to show her yours."
"Why ever are you worried about that?" she said. "You've seen it often 
enough before."
"I know," he said, "but the darts team hadn't!"

A little old man

A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlour and pulled 
himself slowly, painfully, up onto a stool.. After catching his breath, he 

ordered a banana split.
The waitress asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts?'

'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.'

Bungalows to Let

A  small  private  development  of  6  new  bungalows  will  become 
available  for  rent,  from May.  They can be made available  either 
furnished or unfurnished and for short or long term occupation.

The accommodation consists of living room, kitchen, bathroom and 
air conditioned bedroom, all have off road private parking.

Furnished  bungalows,  include  a  double  bed,  wardrobe,  settee, 
dining table and chairs, a gas hob and refrigerator. A TV is optional 
at extra cost. 

Electric and water services are connected and each bungalow has 
its own meters.



A security guard will also be provided.

The rent for the furnished accommodation is 3,500 baht/month and 
for the unfurnished bungalows 2,000 baht/month

For full details email Mallika, in Thai or English at:
mali2506@yahoo.co.th

Roi Et Map

Here's a link to the Google Map of Roi Et: https://maps.google.com/maps?
f=d&source=s_d&saddr=&daddr=Unknown+road&geocode=FTL09AAd_cotBg&sll=16.
05301,103.664889&sspn=0.013981,0.026157&vpsrc=6&hl=en&mra=mr&ie=UTF8&ll=
16.056289,103.658388&spn=0.013981,0.026157&t=m&z=16

Isaan Newsletters & Website

For those who would like to read more about Isaan then you can do 
so by clicking on the link below. You will also find Roi Et Expatriates 
Newsletter is featured there as well as those for other cities.

http://www.isaan.com/forum/roiet-yasothon-khon-kaen-maha-
sarakham/

Register for your free copy

If you have made it this far then hopefully you enjoyed reading this 
issue and found it informative too. Therefore if you are not already 
registered to receive your monthly copy click on the link below and 
send your name, country of residence and email address, if different 
from the one you are using now. Your mobile number too.

How about forwarding this newsletter to a friend?

Editorial contact; email: expat.editor@yahoo.com

S  m  i  l  e  !  

Editorial Disclaimer 

The opinions of contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
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